Occupational safety, health, and hygiene in the urban informal sector of sub-Saharan Africa: an application of the Prevention and Control Exchange (PACE) program to the informal-sector workers in healthy city projects.
In October 2000, at an international meeting in Pretoria, South Africa, chaired by the World Health Organization (WHO), 45 delegates from Sub-Saharan Africa, Europe, and the United States discussed the results of the Healthy City project in the region and the possibilities for incorporating occupational safety, health, and hygiene items into the project. Working conditions play only a minor role in current Healthy City projects. This is partly the result of a low profile of occupational safety, health, and hygiene on political agendas, and partly a result of a lack of convincing demonstration projects. To tackle these points WHO will start two initiatives. First, a document for decision makers will be issued, to highlight the subject and bring it to the attention of local, national, and international bodies. Second, demonstration projects will be started, making use of the methods developed in the Work Improvement In Small Enterprises (WISE) projects and the experience of the Prevention and Control Exchange (PACE) project.